
This will be the first time that children have 
learnt about states of matter in science. It will 
build upon their knowledge of properties of 
materials and particles. 

Describe the properties of solids, liquids and gases. 

Explain that melting and freezing are opposite pro-
cesses that change the state of a material. 

Identify the melting and freezing point of several 
different materials. 

Explain that heating causes evaporation and cool-
ing causes condensation. 

Explain that evaporation and condensation are op-
posite processes that change the state of a materi-
al. 

Explain that the higher the temperature, the quicker 
water evaporates. 

Explain what happens to water at the different 
stages of the water cycle. 

Make observations and conclusions. 

Children will be  working collaboratively to sort materials into 
solids, liquids and gases, explain that heating causes melting, and 
cooling causes freezing, identify the melting and freezing point of 
water, describe evaporation and     condensation . 

The learning will link with our English journey and class book 
‘Charlie & the Chocolate Factory’, where children are learning the 
skills of instructional writing. They will write a set of instructions 
to create a chocolate lolly, which they will then make using their 
understanding of melting a solid to become a liquid and setting it 
to become a solid again    linking with reversible and irreversible 
changes. 
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What I will learn... 
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Disciplinary Knowledge: skills I will learn… 
 To ask relevant questions and use different types of scientific 

enquiries to answer them  
 To set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests 
 To make systematic and careful observations and take accurate 

measurements  
 To gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of 

ways to help answer questions 
 To record findings using simple scientific language, drawings 

etc.  
 To use simple conclusions and make predictions.  

How to be a scientist: 


